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nobility at the same low price; and there was, besides, a feeling
of shame in the Assembly, and indeed all through France, that
so many Frenchmen should be in arms on the eastern frontier,
breathing nothing but a desire to fight with and destroy their
own countrymen    It was this which had induced Barnave to
advise the king to send the Chevalier de Coigny to the Comte
d'Artois, in the previous August, to try and persuade him to
re-enter the country, with the inevitable result of a blank
refusal.    On October 20, the question  of the e"migr6s was
raised, and for more than a fortnight it was discussed by all
the leaders of the Assembly in a long series of debates, in
which Brissot, Isnard, Condorcet, Pastoret, and  Vergniaucl
especially distinguished themselves    It was Vergniaud who,
in an eloquent speech on October 25, which secured Ids election
to the presidency four days afterwards, pointed out that the
emigres could be classed in three categories: simple citizens,
whose property could be affected, if their persons could not bo
seized, officers, on whom the penalties for desertion could bo
invoked; and the princes of the blood.     The  attitude of
Monsieur, he declared, called for immediate legislation, and on
October 31 a decree was passed, that if Monsieur did not return
within two months he should be held to have forfeited his
right to the regency.   The general question was referred to the
committee of " surveillance," and on the report of Ducastol, a
celebrated lawyer of Rouen, and a member of the right of tho
Assembly, it was decreed on November 9, that all emigres
who had not returned by January 1, 1792, should be declared
conspirators, that their property should be confiscated, and
that they should be condemned to death.    This motion was
carried almost unanimously, because even the most lloyalist
deputies thought it was time that the dmigrt's should bo
forced to return, and that the interval allowed them was
sufficiently long.   But the king, after confirming the decree
against Monsieur, vetoed the decree of November 9, and sent
Duport du Tertre down to the Assembly, on November J2,
to announce his determination.    The minister, after statin/?
the king's veto, attempted to give the king's reasons; but